Serial No, 10/699,619 

Amendments to the Claims: 

Please note that all claims currently pending and under consideration in the referenced 
application are shown below. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claims in the application 

Please amend claims 4, 5, 13, 15, 16, 18, 19, 22, 35, 37, 39 and 40 as set forth below. 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Original) A platform assembly comprising: 

a first assembly having at least one longitudinally extending member; 

a second assembly having at least one longitudinally extending member, the second assembly 

being longitudinally, slidably coupled with the first assembly; 
at least one catch member pivotably coupled to the first assembly; and 

at least one stop member coupled to the first assembly and configured to maintain a rotation of 
the at least one catch member at less than a fiiU revolution. 

2. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 1, wherein the at least one 
longitudinally extending member of the first assembly includes a first plurality of substantially 
parallel longitudinally extending members and wherein the at least one longitudinally extending 
member of the second assembly includes a second plurality of substantially parallel 
longitudinally extending members. 

3. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 2, fiirther comprising at least one catch 
member pivotably coupled to the second assembly. 

4. (Currently Amended) The platform assembly of claim 3, fiirther comprising at 
least one stop member coupled to the-^fst - second assembly and configured to maintain a 
rotation of the at least one catch member coupled to the second assembly at less than a fiill 
revolution. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The platform assembly of claim 2, wherein the at least one 
catch member is configured to exhibit a substantially bell-shaped geometry along a cross section 
taken substantially transvers e p arallel to a longitudinal axis of the first plurality of longitudinally 
extending members. 

6. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 5, wherein the at least one stop 
member includes a lateral support member extending through an opening defined in each of the 
first plurality of longitudinally extending members. 

7. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 6, fiirther comprising a plurality of 
spacers wherein at least one spacer of the plurality of spacers is disposed between adjacent 
longitudinally extending members of the first plurality of longitudinally extending members. 

8. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 7, wherein each of the plurality of 
spacers is disposed about a portion of the lateral support member. 

9. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 2, wherein at least one of the first and 
second pluralities of longitudinally extending members are each formed of a material comprising 
aluminum. 

10. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 2, wherein at least one of the first and 
second pluralities of longitudinally extending members are each formed of a composite material. 

1 1 . (Original) The platform assembly of claim 10, wherein the composite material 
includes fiberglass. 

12. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 10, wherein the composite material 
includes a thermosetting resin. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The platform assembly of claim 2, wherein at least one of 
the first and second pluralities of longitudinally extending members exhibits a closed polygonal 
cross-sectional geometry taken substantially transverse to a longitudinal axis thereo f of th e at 
l e ast on e longitudinally e xt e nding m e mb e r of th e first assembly . 

14. (Previously Presented) The platform assembly of claim 13, wherein the closed 
polygonal cross-sectional geometry includes a substantial rectangular geometry. 

15. (Currently Amended) The platform assembly of claim 2, wherein at least one of 
the first and second pluralities of longitudinally extending members exhibits a substantially 
I-beam shaped cross-sectional geometry taken substantially transverse to a longitudinal axis 
thereo f of th e at l e ast on e longitudinally e xt e nding m e mber of th e first ass e mbly . 

16. (Currently Amended) The platform assembly of claim 2, wherein at least one of 
the first and second pluralities of longitudinally extending members exhibits a substantially 
dog bon e shap e d cross-sectional geometry taken substantially transverse to a longitudinal axis 
thereof having a first section adjacent a first end thereof, a second section adjacent a second 
o pposing section thereof and at least a third section disposed between the first section and the 
second section, wherein the at least a third section exhibits a lesser width than either of the first 
section and the second sectio n of the at l e ast on e longitudinally e xt e nding member of th e first 
assembly . 

17. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 2, wherein the first plurality of 
longitudinally extending members is interleaved with the second plurality of longitudinally 
extending members. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The platform assembly of claim 2, wherein the fifst 
ass e mbly and the s e cond ass e mbly coop e rativ e ly d e fine an upp e r intended working surface and 
the second, opposing surface are a rsubstantially identical opposing undersurfac e. 
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19. (Currently Amended) The platform assembly of claim 4h8_2, wherein at l e ast on e 
ef-the intended working tt pper-surface and th e und e rsurfac e includes a textured surface. 

20. (Previously Presented) A method of securing an elevated platform, the method 
comprising: 

providing a first elevated support; 

providing a first catch member with an associated stop member on the platform; 
displacing at least a first portion of the platform laterally in a first direction until the catch 

member is positioned substantially beyond at least a portion of the first elevated support; 
displacing the at least a first portion of the platform laterally in a second direction until the first 

catch member engages the at least a portion of the first elevated support; 
further displacing the at least a first portion of the platform laterally in the second direction while 

substantially simultaneously rotating the first catch member in a direction towards the 

associated stop member; and 
abutting the first catch member against the associated stop member and against the at least a 

portion of the first elevated support such that the first catch member prevents fiirther 

displacement of the at least a first portion of the platform in the second direction. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 20, further comprising: 
providing a second elevated support laterally spaced fi-om the first elevated support; 
providing a second catch member with an associated stop member on the platform; 
laterally displacing a second portion of the platform relative to the at least a first portion of the 

platform in the second direction until the second catch member is positioned substantially 

beyond at least a portion of the second elevated support; 
laterally displacing the second portion of the platform relative to the at least a first portion of the 

platform in the first direction until the second catch member engages the at least a portion 

of the second elevated support; 
fiirther displacing the second portion of the platform laterally relative to the at least a first portion 

of the platform in the first direction while substantially simultaneously rotating the 

second catch member in a direction towards its associated stop member; and 
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abutting the second catch member against its associated stop member and against the at least a 
portion of the second elevated support such that the second catch member prevents 
further displacement of the second portion of the platform in the first direction. 

22. (Currently Amended) A platform assembly comprising: 
a first assembly having at least one longitudinally extending member; 

a second assembly having at least one longitudinally extending member, the second assembly 
being longitudinally, slidably coupled with the first assembl v, wherein an intended 
working surface of the platform assembly is defined at least in part bv the first assemblv 
and at least in part by the second assembly ; and 
th e second assembly b e ing longitudinally, slidably coupl e d with th e first ass e mbly; and 
at least one catch device associated with the first assembly and positionable between a first 
position wherein a body portion of the at least one catch device projects fi-om a fir s t 
surfac e of the first ass e mblv the intended working surface and a second position wherein 
the body portion projects fi"om a second opposing surface of the fifst -platform assembly. 

23. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 22, wherein the at least one 
longitudinally extending member of the first assembly includes a first plurality of substantially 
parallel longitudinally extending members and wherein the at least one longitudinally extending 
member of the second assembly includes a second plurality of substantially parallel 
longitudinally extending members. 

24. (Previously Presented) The platform assembly of claim 23, wherein the body 
portion of the at least one catch device extends through an opening defined in the at least one 
longitudinally extending member of the first assembly. 

25. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 24, fiirther comprising a sleeve 
disposed between the opening defined in the at least one longitudinally extending member and 
the body portion of the at least one catch device. 
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26. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 25, wherein the at least one catch 
device further includes a first flange at a first end of the body portion and a second flange at a 
second opposing end of the body portion. 

27. (Previously Presented) The platform assembly of claim 26, wherein the sleeve 
includes a first shoulder section defined in a first end thereof, the first shoulder section being 
sized and configured to removably receive the first flange therein and, a second shoulder section 
defined in a second opposing end of the sleeve, the second shoulder section being sized and 
configured to removably receive the second flange therein. 

28. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 25, wherein the body portion of the at 
least one catch device and the sleeve are cooperatively sized and configured to provide an 
interference fit therebetween. 

29. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 25, wherein the body portion of the at 
least one catch device and the sleeve are cooperatively sized and configured such that the body 
portion fi-eely slides relative to the sleeve without substantial interference therebetween. 

30. (Previously Presented) The platform assembly of claim 24, wherein the body 
portion of the at least one catch device and the opening defined in the at least one longitudinally 
extending member of the first assembly are cooperatively sized and configured to provide an 
interference fit therebetween. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The platform assembly of claim 24, wherein the body 
portion of the at least one catch device and the opening of the at least one longitudinally 
extending member of the first assembly cooperatively sized and configured such that the body 
portion fi-eely slides relative to the at least one longitudinally extending member of the first 
assembly without substantial interference therebetween. 
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32. (Previously Presented) The platform assembly of claim 23, further comprising a 
collar disposed between the at least one longitudinally extending member of the first assembly 
and an adjacent longitudinally extending member and, wherein the body portion of the at least 
one catch device extends through an opening defined by the collar. 

33. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 32, wherein the body portion of the at 
least one catch device and the collar are cooperatively sized and configured to provide an 
interference fit therebetween. 

34. (Previously Presented) The platform assembly of claim 32, wherein the body 
portion of the at least one catch device and the collar are cooperatively sized and configured such 
that the body portion freely slides relative to the collar without substantial interference 
therebetween. 

35. (Currently Amended) The platform assembly of claim 23, further comprising at 
least one catch device associated with the second assembly and positionable between a first 
position wherein a body portion of the at least one catch device associated with the second 
assembly projects from a-4tfs t the intended working surface of the seeead -platform assembly and 
a second position wherein the body portion of the at least one catch device associated with the 
second assembly projects from- a the second opposing surface of the seeen d platform assembly. 

36. (Previously Presented) The platform assembly of claim 23, further comprising a 
plurality of spacers, wherein at least one spacer of the plurality of spacers is disposed between 
adjacent longitudinally extending members of the first plurality of longitudinally extending 
members. 

37. (Currently Amended) The platform assembly of claim 23, wherein at least one of 
the first and second pluralities of longitudinally extending members exhibits a closed polygonal 
cross-sectional geometry taken substantially transverse to a longitudinal axis thereo f of the at 
l e ast on e longitudinally e xt e nding m e mb e r of th e first ass e mbly . 
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38. (Previously Presented) The platform assembly of claim 37, wherein the closed 
polygonal cross-sectional geometry includes a substantial rectangular geometry. 

39. (Currently Amended) The platform assembly of claim 23, wherein at least one of 
the first and second pluralities of longitudinally extending members exhibits a substantially 
I-beam shaped cross-sectional geometry taken substantially transverse to a longitudinal axis 
thereo f of th e at l e ast on e longitudinally ext e nding m e mb e r of th e first assembly . 

40. (Currently Amended) The platform assembly of claim 23, wherein at least one of 
the first and second pluralities of longitudinally extending members exhibits a substantially 
dog bone shap e d cross-sectional geometry taken substantially transverse to a longitudinal axis 
thereof having a first section adjacent a first end thereof, a second section adjacent a second 
o pposing section thereof and at least a third section disposed between the first section and the 
second section, wherein the at least a third section exhibits a lesser width than either of the first 
section and the second sectio n of the at l e ast on e longitudinally e xt e nding memb e r of th e first 
ass e mbly . 

41. (Original) The platform assembly of claim 23, wherein the first plurality of 
longitudinally extending members is interleaved with the second plurality of longitudinally 
extending members. 
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